| TECH 21 DOUBLE DRIVE |

good overdrive pedal
will induce a similar
kind of devation you
devalop foryowr prized
axm. Perbaps nob toqulce the
same misty-2yad objectificacion
= pftar alljit’s unlikely that
you'd be holding a copy of
Stompbex Buyerin your bands
right mow = but there’s
definitely someching that
Couches upon that same
sense of creative
partnership that drives the
more SEntiMmEntal amaontg Us
B0 give ouP instruments
soppy names. Ehorus and
detey pedals just don'c
Inspire the same kind of
loyalty, ‘and multi-effect
upits can be allicthe too
high-tech to relece to, but
because overdrive is often
such a vital part of a
guitarist's core tone and
such a personsl part at
chat, it's no wonder that
finding one that works
for you is skin to heving
8 good mate that you
can rely on.




Great cone
Effective drives
Durable chassis

Can't switch between drive types

Clagsic amp-like drives without
bleeding ears and tube melcdown

Tech 21 understands what makes a
good overdrive. The company. proved o
on:the reélease of Ehe excellent original
SansAmp amp emutator in- 1289, and
has besn applying that know-how to
products like the XX end Comptarkion
pedals ever since. The latest example
of the Double Drive s o limiced-edicion
overdrive scompbox that has an
inkriguing approsch to the concept,
and alzo & personality that you may
very well want o goec to know a whaole
lat betben

Alchough the Double Drive is humblbe in
Bppearance, the project-box-style case
metal casing is just the job for
shrugging-off the inevicable heavy
booted abuse chat comes the way of
all passionately employad scomphboxes,
In fact, take & flying leap at it from the
drum-riser if you ke, as short of
knocking the knob settings out of
whack there’ll be no harm dane — well,
to the Double Drive at [east.

Turning the effect on or off is quist
and smooth thanks to the electronic
switching, and a high-input, [ow-output
impedance configuration ensures that
the unit delivers a healthy signal to the
front-end of your amp, even with fairky
long cables, There are the usual power
options of the ubigutous S Volt PR3 —
wiich should have a reasonable
lifespan wich the quoted SmA
consumption - and a regulated SV
adaptor, however the Dauble Orive will
also happily cope with an unregulaced
type as well.

In bypass moda fie offl, the Double
Orive robs a tiny amount of the high
end and transparency from your
original, uneffected signal Thet's par
for the course with the vast majoricy
of pedals and won't couse a problem
far 83 per-cent of players, Issue 1875
ultra-transparent Full Tone Distortion
FPro [E228) was an hand to provide che
uitimate A8 test. and there's a

discernable diffgrance.

| TECH 21 DOUBLE DRIVE |

What makes the Double Orive stand
out from the sverage overdrve pedal is
that the drive.is based upon the
output stages of Class A and Class
A8 valve amps, rather than just
spproximating preamp distortion, This
i an Interesting proposition beEcAuse
maost aficionados state that this is
where the real action i5 in 8 good valve
amp. They have a point too, because if
¥oU ware to hook-up an average
owardrive pedal and the preamp cutput
of & valve amp to an oscillioscope, you'd
Se8 veny similar results. And it's also
worth considering that most of the
highly regarded classie drive tones
come from nen-master valume amps.

The Double Drive has an extra couple
of tricks up its red-orange sleeve
however; as each variesy of drive has
its own control which means you can
balance them, with Drive A cascading
inta Orive AB. Also Tech 21 has put in
50me work to make the tene control
a5 effectiva as possible, attempting to
maka this low-pass filcer more musical
than the comventional Eype by shifting
the high cuc-off frequency from 10kHz
to 1kHz, At the same time, it's
claimed Lo have very little effect on
the mid range, the aim being not to
'depersonalize’ your guiter tone: It's
a big claim.

Finally, “level’ is the overall gain knob
wihich enables you to add anyching
from & simple clean boost - So say not
sitering the original characceristics of
your amp — right chrough to'a fairky
huge jump in lewval.

Curtosity being the powerful urge that
it is drove us straight eowanrd the
‘class A comtrol And considering that
our cynically-carnished expectations
had already arrived, parked chein
metaphorical car end gone indoars for
8. cup of tea, the Double Deive wald
have IEs work cut out [wing up to Tech
21's claims. Happily it doas just that,
and we're suicsbly impressed because
tha class A section is not only loose
and smooth with plency af mid-range
powen, it responds to your playing with
a reglistic power amp squash st the
approgriate levels of gain Lower
sattings of the drive control ushen
Ehat [usc-chpping regian whera so




Boost IT|

You can achieve a perfectly clean
tone with this control turnad right
down, and set like thiz the Double
Drive haz impressive clarity. Wind
things up slowly, and the Double
DOrive proves to be perfect for
stimulating the front end of a valve
amp with the level knob cranked.
Tech 21 astimates that the Double
Drive is capable of around 10dBs of
boost in this manner, and the lack
of artificial colour in the tone
makes this pedal & great partner
for a single-channel valve amp.
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'TECH 21 DOUBLE DRIVE
Price: [5: ]
Buile ins  U3A

Type: Stompbex

Effeet: Dverdrivafdistortion

Featurgs: Leval, cone, drve &8, drive A,
aniedf switch, scatus LED,
single input and outputs

Pawer: SV battery or opcionel DC2

. power supply
Dimenslons: 1 14lh] « 85040 x 36040 mm

Cantact | Rocky Road Distrioucion Led
Phone 01484 B335

Web wwnw bechZimwe.com
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Bacxk To CrLass

An amplificr's 'class' [A or A/B]
rafers to how the output tubes
operate; very simply [the full
axplanation is mueh debated and a
good deal more complicated), in
class A - ie like & Vox AC30,
Matchless DC30 - all four ELBSG
tubes operate all the time. With
Class A/B however, the signal is
gplit into twe halves, with a
separate device to handle each in a
push—pull arcangement, This is a
more efficient method as far as
power goes, but the area of the
signal that crosses the mid-poing
isn't guite perfect and generates
another distorted element.

Mow in terms of guitar tones, both
have desirable characteristics,
hence the Double Drive's, er,
double drives!




