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By Terry Buddingh

ong before software-based sound
modelng, Tech 21 introduced its
solid-state, all analog, tube-
gmulation circuitry with the
original palm-sized SansAmp El'lalilllhf.]
muslcians to record direct and stiil reap
tha tonal characteristics of a miked wbe
amp, the SansAmp quickly became a
staple of home recordists, Tech 21°'s new
Landmark 800 bass head uses tube-emulation
circuitry borrowed lrom ils SansAmp cowsin Lo
add color, beef, and distortion to jts range of tones,

Tough & Simple
The Landmark 600's rugged steal chassis and simple controfs give
it a ook of understated author y Twa front-mounted handles help
with transporting is 40-pound welght, Fouwr rubbes feet are mounted
to the chassis bottom, and detachable sars allow oplional reck-
mounting, A large cooling fan draws air through the rear paned and
exhausts i thraugh front-paned vents. The airflow is noticeabile when
you're stancing nearby; thankfully, the bresze (s always relreshingly
cool, even during extendsd high-power wsa.

The Landmark 800 has two footswitchable preamp channels,
eEAch WILH TS awin now of BASS, TREBLE. and outpul LEVEL contrals, Two
distinctly diferant tonas can be presal and selected by efther the
optonal lootswitch ar the front-panel chamel-saelector button,

Inside, & huge toroidal power transformer leeds 12 large
Dipcdar ransistors, The Landmark's solid construction and heavy-
duty comporsents inspire confidence—iLs as tough on the inside as

it looks on the outside.

Retro Rocker
The Landmark 600 is a refreshing departure from the current trend
toward uitra-high-fidedity amplification. While it"s capable of pro-
duckng crystal-clear clean tones and heavy Jack Broce-ike arunts, |
found its more subtle shades of overdrive 1o be surprisingly effective
at helping bass cut through, even in conservative settings

| tned the: Landmark GOO with a8 raucous five-piece R&E group
and a redatively loud 17-pece big band, using a vintage Fendel
F-Bass, a Music Man StingRay 4-stning, and a Modulus Flea J5.
Each bass sounded punchy, assertive, and even a bit vicious when
I disdedd wp lght distortion n Channel 1. The SansAmp tube emi-
lation enhanced the nstruments” luliness and thickness without
sounding buzzy or ratty. The amp's stout, fleshy tone is thoroughly
Cid School. | found the presencE controd particularly effective at
amphasizing plockstyle bite and grind. Turning up DRIVE and BLEND
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The cam button increases preamp gam
by 10dB to accommodate low-output
pickups, or to increase preamp drive
with higher-output pickups.

produced &
wackedly powerful pick
tone that sounded tight,
focused, and farcelul with detadod
lowi-note daliniticn. The range and
effectiveness of the well-volced PRESENCE
and TREELE controls compensatod for the teeeter -
less Tech 21 B0 cabs (see pages 70)—together, the
head and cabs form a particularly effective combination
Channel 2's seme-parametnic EC makes it easy to dial in clar-
Iy-enhancing upper-mid scoops of forceful low-mid bumps.,

| loweed the Teal of the reserve power provided by the Landmerk’s
ample 600 walts—it gave me a great sense of dynamics. Accents
Jumped out of the speakers with authority, | never felt the amp strain
of approach s limit, even during high-volume 1esting. The Land-
mark 600 is one of the strongest-sounding heads |'ve used

Mixing the two channels with the help of the footswitch can
produce espaclally intensae tones., With the DRIVE, PRESENCE, and
BLEND controls cranked, Channel 1 can serve up ripping Lop-end
distoetion, while a low orive setting and some Mo scoop produces
a clear, deep bottom in Channel 2. Usually you need a multi-amp

of bl-amped rig 1o get this type of sphil texture

Mean Machine

The Landmark 800 is a unlguie alternative to the clean amplifica-
tion trend. Though it can gel crisp shean, It excels at griltker Oid
School textures, It also really rocks with a pick. Considering its
power, flexibility, and distinctive voice, the Landmark 600 is quite
fally priced—and for distorted rock, IU's a tough act to follow.  BP



SPECS
You can gel a pre-EQ direct feed Tech 21 Landmark

via the TUNER OUTPUT. 600 Channel 1 [the top row of
List price: $1,595 knobz) features SansAmp

Scors 1234 5 tube emulaticn. The unusu-
eCH B1-INY. Construction: eessssesss al sLEND knob ad)
Pt Electronic ssssssss amount of signal thal's rout-
AR PTE-AMP TUMNER Easeal lJ 0. essessss ad through the tube-amula-
LT OLTPUT S
ouTRUT Sound; LX) fion c |n.l|.||[rl,' Hara’s whara
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Pros: Grunt and dirt with
footswitchable fexibility, depands on the BLEND con-
g Cons: Easy to get cool tones, but Irol's setling, becauss they
Channel 2's mn SOMmE may want more versatility all function together in the
conirol has a - SansAmp circuitry, The
variable Mo sHIFY DRIVE and PRESENCE conirols
frequency. become more effeclive as
The xir piREcT oo Laps the signal you turn up the BLEND knob.
after both preamp channels, so all Channal 2 substitutes a
of the tone-shaping features can be wo-knob semi-paramstric
Channel 1's scenn knob adjusts the fed to a PA or recording mixer. EQ for channel 1's PRESENGE
amount of SansAmp tube emulation. and SansAmp BLEND con-
prEsEMCE enhances upper-harmonic frods. This allows you to failor
complexity and bite. SansAms 4 midrange scoop of boos!
¥LA DIREET ouT =2 1o suit cleaner texiures.
_]— Channel 2 can also produce
ovardriven tones with its
b DRIVE knab urnad up.
1] - ‘ J
1 Power rating: 600 watis
AMS (nto 442
Dimensions: 17" x 54" ¥
17
Weight: 40 Ibs
Input impedance: 1ML
Channel 1 EQ: Bass:
=12d8; TREBLE: +12dB
{mid far channel 1 is fixed at
T50Hz, meaning thal boost-
ing Bass and TREBLE pro

TREELE 15 like bonsting mids
at 750Hz.)
CHamneL 2 EQ:
=12dB; TREBLE: +12dB;
\"E‘ smi-parametric Mo

& 3

d tharefore don’
hava fixed fraquancy
points.)

The optional footswitch lets you run Made in: USA
both channels simultaneously. it also List price: $1,595
has a mutE butten for silent tuning. Warranty: One year limitad
These features are accessible only Options: BSFW footswitch,
via the footswitch. $95
www.tech2nyc.com
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