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The Warp 7 has the same
madarm tane, but lscks
the power to compete far
headroom. The Mode
Four is the Trademark's
closast rival in terms of
power and price, Linlike
the Trademark it's
oplimised for the ultra
pawerful lows demanded
by modern rockin-
metal. Peavey's Triple
®XX Is all-valve, delivers
& superb range of tones
and is ruggedly built,
though the styling won't
suit all tastes

The included ARE
footswitch allows you to
select channels, toggle
effects and boost
functions
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Tech 21 Trademark 300 head :::

Tech 21 gives us a salutary reminder that analogue solid-state is far from old hat. If you want to get

a head, better try this one on for size by Nick Guppy

ech 21's Trademark solid-stale
HE amplification mnge has been

around for some time now anid is
based on the highly successful
SansAmp preamplifier, which
redefined the capabilities of transistors
for mamy plavers. I only seems like
vesterday, butl the SansAmp has been
around now for over 10 vears, and for
those in the know it's still one of the
quickest and easiest ways of getting a
great tone direct to tape, or into a PA.

Combining elegant design with no-
nonsense features and a high spec, the
Trademark amp range is a real and
eredible allernative to valves. In
previous issues we've looked at the
smaller models, now [Us time to ponder
the recently released 300-watt head
which tops off the range and caters for
the current demand for higher output
Tech 21's products have always been

built to a much higher standard than
the majority of solid-state gear we've
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seen, and the Trademark 300 is no
exception, Despite the lack of corner
protection the eabinet is made to a
high standard. Whereas the rest of the
Trademark range is falrly conservative
in style, the aluminium bouvres on the
front (which are purely decorative)
fend the 300 a moody, industrial look
Being solid-state, the vast majority
of the airspace here is for looks rather
than function. The electronics are
completely self-contained within a
strong, closed-box steel chassis which
can easily be adapted for rack use,
Inside, the chassis is well-protected,
the power supply fed from a large
donut-shaped toroidal mains
transformer which muakes up the bulk
of the Trademark 300's weight. The
electronics are all printed-circuit
board, using a lob of tiny surface-moint
components: six main boards held the
majority of the circoitry, with a number
of smaller ones supporting jack sockels

Trademark AR6
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amd switches. Overall the constngg
is neat, tidy and tough enoughtal
the hammering of & professionaly
without neoding special trontmbnt

The Trademark 300's control by
follows the same lines &5 the b
Trademark cormnbo with thires i
channels, each with separate (g
level and three-band EQ. Eathel
has a three-way stider switch tal
radically alters the response il
volcing Lo approximate three v
Enown amp tones. Called ‘Cali{omg
‘British’ and ‘Tweat!', these thes
cover a very wide range thanks (608
nctive EQ, which cuts ar bonsts o
by plus-or-minus 1208 That's ke
EQ, and to the desimmer's crodit
virtually all of it iz usealle, withveg
little mid-range honk or nasality
highs can be bright bl nob plereing

The master section inclifles i
control for the Trademark s paraies
effects loop (thers is also o sl
series loop), a varisble boost [ﬁﬂ
which cars aded wp to B sl i
master volume

O the rear panel theres o e
XLR balanced recording ot puolwii
features Tech 21% acelaimed Sl
cabinet emulation, together silha
switchable pad for connecting LS
or semi-pro equipment and a e 1
ground-lift switch. Thors ane fwap
of sendfreturns for the dual el 5
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and a pair of loudspenker
vty aiong with o jack socket for
elnded six-tutton foot controller
ik selects channels, effects loops
15l !cﬁ]l,-_s the boost function on or
ST Thert's also a b fTered tumner
gyt for those players who like a
ol rescmuraened it Uhey're i tune.

SOUNDS: A soft start 15 exsential for
s with a toroldal transformer -
W achvaninge of n torobdals very thight
e fleld iz countervd by amassive
Seehof current at switch-on, and
Bwithout proper protection you can
Ely lose vour loudspeakers, Once
t pesvered 1, ondy the whirr from the
Peocking fan and the stightest amount of
Fhaciground hiss and hum let you know
Pl Trademark 300 ks ready to deliver
P persiderable output power. As far as
Fiee levels are concerned, this isa
Py et anvd well-sorted design, with
Foochicks or pops from any of Uhe
Pelaanels when the foolswitch is used
B Becamse each of the three prowmps is
identical in fanction, the Trademark
P degree of extra flexibility over
Pather designs whisne Uhwe preamgp
g &5 fioced. Hore, voti can use the
P cousid seross three channels with
dleret dbrive and level settings for
Wk, cruiely andd lead Tunctions; or
i thonsse completely different sounds to
el yotir own playing siyle
As e often podnt out, the accurcy
Pefamglifier emulations s down Lo
Pl opinion. Nevertheless the
Wtadermark: is adept at conjuring up
Wy respectable facsimbes of the
Piptifiers vou'd associnte with those
e volekng types: =moolh, stirgging
pstain froan thee Calilfornian setting,
Pgrestdve mid-range punch from the
Mintlsh sound aned bright, balksy highs
Hirom thie Tweed variation
B's worth polnting out that this sn't
Weinl modelling: the Trademark's
seEotry ks 100 per cent analogoe, Yol
I st be fooled o thinking
that thiere’s o hot glass bottle or two
powing wway mside the chassis. [Us
'm:.' octy sepesitive amd responsive Lo

TECH 21 TRADEMARK 3007
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WE LIKED Punchy, dynamic valve-Iriendly
tones with huge headneom, and easy to dial-in
WE DISLINED It would have been nice fo see
a more adventurous cabinet design with space
for rack effects

player input which worlks especially
well on the British and Tweed settings,
where backing ofl on the guitar’s
volume or just ploking with a little less
fusto cleans up the sound without any
harsh break-up, Moreover, its a very
transparent sound that keeps the
guitar's charncter Intsct — you really
notice the dilference when changing
Trom single-colls Lo lembuckers and
the sounds shift aceordingly.

Without needing to even glance at
the marual, wee were alile to conjure up
quite o few trademark sounds of our
own within minutes of switching on
this beast: Santana’s singing lead tone,
Angus’ ripping crunch and Stevie Rays
ehioppy chaord riffing are all achilevalde
with a few deft twists of the controls
Wind up the vodumse and the
Trademark 300 keeps delivering, up (o
andd beyond the pain threshold. We
woulkdnt advoreate stupbdly high
valume levels for any kind of music,
hawever there's more than enough

clout avatlable for anyone who needs it
Far more useful is the massive clean
headroom this kind of output power
delivers. Drop a chorus and delay into
the parallel joop, sdjust to taste amd
youre rewarded with sotme of the
sweetest clean Lones any wmp can
deliver, with every nuance audible
even in the muddiest of live mixes.

Verdict

If your're in the market for a versatile,
will-sorted head with mussive power
capabdlity that doesn't tie vou dowm Lo
predefined sounds, we'd recommend
vou find one of these and plug into it at
the earliest oppartunity. it's slightly on
the pricey skde [or solid-state, bt not
compare] to the more sophisticated
digital modedling types. I you can live
without dozens of programimable
presels and onboard effects, the
Trademark 300 Is o real contender

W felt Tech 21 could have been a bit
more adventurous with the cabinet
design: given that there are two eifects
loops, it would have made sense 1o
open up the redundant space over the
chassis and nse it for mek-mowntalle
effects. When all's said and done
thoangth, it hard o faadt. Ty it and see
how your own trademark sound comes
aver, We think youll be bnpressed @
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PRICE: £593
QRIGIN: L=

TYPE: Analy .ﬁ-wrj
stahe three: i
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DIMENSIONS: 200(h
B35 (whx 2 wim (d
WEIGHT (kgfb): 1 736
CABIMNET: Fartcinbomic

I, mmid and hagh,
I, Males

efects loops and boost
lunctions

ADDITIONAL
FEATURES: Series andt
paradial FX keps.
SansAmp s paaksd
emulabed ng ouls wil
ground Bt switch
OPTIONS: 4 x 12
mabChing Spaakes
cahingts [approx E399)
2 Ca bl
{appms E3459), prices b
bir canfirrmed

RAMGE OPTIONS: D
Tech 21 amgs

Trademas
(EZS), I'r-|-1r mark 60

Tragemark |20 combo
(EB99) an
Bronzewo
comibo (ESS)
Rocky Rooad Distribution
014594 535333
warndech2 L nye.com

The rear panel features an XLR

wiput Featuring
cabinet modediing
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