ETENantl Tech 21 CompTORTION

5 Tech 21 CompTORTION: A clever combination of two of our favourite
effects from the company that brought us the SansAmp

WUSTAIN 15 A SOUGHT-AFTER

commodity for guitarnists,

bt it ofter comes at a
prece, with moredients ke
vintage Les Pauls and hand-
wired superamps, One solution
i5 10 uze higher Qains or a
compressor, but seekers of that
everlasting note quickly find that
trying both 1ogether resulis n
thi sert of nose that normally
accompanies forge 12 'I.ﬂli.!::il'db_

By designing a pedal that

incorporates specilically matched
distortion ang compression
circuts with noise reduction,
Tech 21 beheves it has the
answar 10 sustan withoul pain.

Analogue kid
Tech 21 makes tough little
boxes: die-cast metal casing,
proper pots mounted to the case
and silent, thoroughly stompable
footswitches, Cine significant
improvemaent is that the
CompTORTION has 40 easy-
access batiery compartment =
something we've bemoaned the
lack of on other Tech 21 pedals.
Taking a peck inside oxposes one
af the companys irademarks;
instead of assemiiing the
electronics from a fistful
of usual components,
most of the orouit is
rinatursed within a
discrete analegue chip,
thereby raducing nolse
and the vaning
tolerances of indradusl
components connectad
by solder [oints. Add to
that a status LED and a
O adaptor socket

and thare's little room
for improvemant,

Flexibility

It's the aim of Tech 21
to come up with
products that are
fleble but simple to
use, and that certainty
holds true for this
pedal. Alongside the
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self-explanatory evel” and tone’
cantrols, there's Just a single
knob to vary the level of
distortion (“torbon') and anather
for cormpression (‘comp’), Its a
sirmole process of dialling in the
gamn level, from completely clean
to a saturated owverdrive, then
adding the desired level of
compression - from the
mintmum of 1:1 1o a maximum
of 15:1;1n English that means
irom no compression to more
squash than Godzilla’s flip-flops

To comp or not?

Both effects can be used
independently as well as
togetiern The distortion section
ranges from & glassy clean up fo
a loasty cuerdrive with some
pleasing blues tanes along the
way, The compressor is very
quEt and responsive, with plenty

of ranga and 15 an extremaly
useful ol i is awn righit. The
real magie, however, happens
when you cembing the two,

By balancing the two effects,
it possible to achieve an
IMRressive amount (J! sustanm,
even if you're using a sound
that’s barely overdriven, Add
rmore helpings of gam and you'd
have Gary Moore sweating in a
Parisienne Walkwaws duel. By
follerving the sample settings in
the user guide, the
CompTORTION
also proves
itsalf as a
worthy aide
to snappy
country picking
or a3 a useful
clean boost.

The gating works
extremmaly well and
keeps the noise to a
minimum, aithough a
modicum of restraint is
advisable if you use both
effects towards their upper
limigs. It might sound ke a
paradox, but it's more what
Tech 21 has managed to leave

out of this pedal noise,
signal colouration}
that makes it such an
effective device,

Ton of tone
It gossn't take a
genus towark out
that 1o emulate the
CompTORTION you'd
need a distortion
pedal, a compressor
and a noise gate,
which would come
to considerably
more than the
£89.95 retail
price of this
urit. Furthermore, you
can use both effects
indeperdently for
added flexibility and
all wethout the cost,
noise or hassle of

]
Impressive eredontials,
but % it better than
your dveraga comp?

TECH 21 COMPTORTION
PRICE £99.95 ORIGIN

USA POWER OV baterny or DE
adaplor FEATURES Distorlion
o compression elfeces that
can be psed sepamteiy or
together, also functions as
clean boost. On board noke
rediction, level and tone
conrols, ad bigh- guaking
robLst constrecion

CONTACT Exchusive
Disuribution, Unit 10, Furmiston
Court, leknield Way,
Letckworth, Heres
SGG 1L

Tel: (462 481143

Twe for the price of
ane, but thankhully
o Compronmlses

strenging twa
of three stompboxes
together; quiet sustain
comes cheap fram Tech 21

Waiter go

Some players might miss having
contral over all the available
parameters of dedicated, single-
function units, but for mast of
us, Lhis simplification is a
blessing, rol 4 hindrance. The
CompTORTION works ke a
good wanter: quietly, discrately,
eff:ciently and with tasty results.
Even when the bill comes,
there's still something to smile
aboul. This s a fine product that
Iwes up te s promises,
Dominic Hiftor @
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