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MASTERFUL 
MASHUP
The Logan Telemaster

T hough Bob Logan has been building guitars 
since 1972, he worked in construction for a few 

decades before fully dedicating himself to custom 
builds. Today, he specializes in models like his lat-
est, the Telemaster. 

With an alder body and maple neck, our 
tester Telemaster weighed in at a comfortable 
seven pounds, 
12 ounces and 
balanced well 
whi le sit t ing 
and standing, 
exhibiting no 
neck dive. The neck has a modern C shape, while the 
maple fretboard (rosewood and ebony are options) 
has a 9.5" radius and 22 medium jumbo frets. The 
nut is 111/16" wide. It all contributes to an extremely 
stable instrument that held tuning 
through vigorous playing, slash-
ing chord work, and torturous 
string bending. Other features 
include a custom-made bridge 
plate, Gotoh tuners, 250k 
CTS pots, orange-drop caps, 
D’Addario .010-.046 strings, and 
a Switchcraft jack. All hardware 
is gold-plated.

Plugged in, the Telemaster 
proved its rock cred with the Sey-
mour Duncan pickups – an APH-I 
Slash humbucker in the neck and 
an Little ’59 in the bridge; the neck 
pickup delivered exceptionally 
smooth-but-strident response, 
the br idge character ist ic 
Tele bite without a hint of 
harshness. 

Logan normally uses 
clear nitrocellulose lac-
quer f inishes, but the 
Telemaster is his f irst 
painted guitar – a striking 
Jade Green finish that’s 
extremely attractive. And 
the best part? The price. This 
is a custom-made guitar that 
looks great, plays superbly, and 
will hold up to the rigors of the road.  
– Bob Cianci

Price: $299
www.tech21nyc.com 

RIGHT THE 
FIRST TIME 

Tech 21’s SansAmp Classic

Every so often, new gear arrives that 
reminds us all how some builders got it 

right the first time – Leo Fender’s Telecaster 
is the quintessential example. Similarly, Tech 
21’s Andrew Barta nailed the direct-guitar 
concept in 1989 with the SansAmp pedal. 
The company recently reintroduced the 
all-analog SansAmp Classic after a five-year 
hiatus, and it scores high marks for tone, 
consistency, and overall DI hipness.

Despite its small footprint, the box 
offers vast tone adjustments. There’s a 
three-position input offering voices meant 
to resemble Marshall, Mesa/Boogie, and 
Fender preamps. Pick the one that sounds 
best with your guitar, bass (or any instru-
ment, really) then explore the four knobs; 
Presence Drive defines the upper-mid zone, 
Amplifier Drive contours the virtual power 
amp, High provides a massive upper-end 
sweep that must be heard to be believed, and 
Output controls final volume while adding 
bottom frequencies as it’s turned up.

The meat of the matter is a bank of eight 
DIP switches delivering another payload 
of amp EQ. These Character controls offer 
myriad amp and cabinet sounds. Play with 
them until you find the tones you crave – 
and then hit the Record button for cutting 
tracks or even playing live through a PA. 

More than 30 years later, the SansAmp 
Classic can still do it all. It’s a true mar-

vel of analog, direct-guitar technology.  
– Pete Prown
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Price: $369
Info: www.tech21nyc.com

A RUSH OF SOUNDS
Tech 21’s Geddy Lee GED-2112 Bass Preamp

While Rush fans who’ve seen the 
band perform recently may think 

bassist/singer Geddy Lee’s sound was the 
result of a collaboration with Maytag, he’s 
actually been working with the gurus at 
Tech 21.

The Geddy Lee GED-2112 is a single-
rack-space bass preamp that offers two 
parallel channels – Drive and Deep – with 
independent all-analog/SansAmp outputs 
to drive a power amp/speaker cabinet or 
run direct to a mixing console. 

Front-panel controls include an A/B input 
switch for the rear-input 1/4" jacks, Drive, 
Mid, Mid Shift, Blend, Treble, Bass, and 
Level controls for the Drive channel, a mute 

button, and Saturation and Level controls 
for the Deep channel. 

The rear-panel layout includes XLR and 1/4" 
outs for the Drive and Deep channels, a 1/4" 
non-effected jack, a pair of 1/4" effects in/out 
jacks with Mix switch, and A/B input jacks.

Our tests put the GED-2112 between two 
U.S.-made basses with traditional/vintage 
pickup arrangements and a stereo power 
amp running to two Ampeg 4x10" cabinets, 
and also directly into a recording console.

The Drive channel offered a well-voiced 
EQ circuit and the ability to dial-in overdrive 
courtesy of the Drive control. The real magic, 
however, happened in the Deep channel; 
while comprised of just two knobs – the 
aforementioned Saturation and Level – it 
was all Geddy, producing an ultra-punchy 
midrange loaded with overtones. 

Other well-conceived features include an 
A/B switch to ease use with multiple basses 
and a Blend control that mixes direct with 
SansAmp circuits. Tech 21’s analog approach 
to tube emulation results in a warmer, 
more-musical tone with better response 
than one would encounter with a sterile 
digital footprint.

While many manufacturers promise all 
sorts of tube and analog goodness from 
their preamps and amps, Tech 21 delivers 
on the promise with the GED-2112, a truly 
warm, analog-sounding unit loaded with 
features. – Phil Feser 


