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Road-warrior guitarists with years of gigs 
under their belt who later design guitars 

have an advantage over builders without that 
experience. Knowing what works in the real 
world of tone-sucking stages and mishaps is 
where the rubber meets the road. 

After sharing stages with guys like Paul 
Gilbert, Steve Vai, and Mike Keneally, to 
name a few, Greg Mara has taken his studio 
and stage experiences to the workshop and 
designed a line of guitars that are comfort-

DESIGNED TO ROCK
GJM Guitars’ Tenoroc

Price: $2,199
www.gjmguitars.com

Price: $279
www.tech21nyc.com

able, easy to play, provide killer tones, and 
look super cool. His Standard and Premium 
models offer a variety of woods, custom 
necks, and pickups. 

Mara’s Tenoroc has a mahogany body 
and a sandblasted two-tone finish. Sporting 
a smooth C-profile maple neck, rosewood 
22-fret board, 25.5" scale, and 12" radius, 
the Tenoroc is eye-catching. Other touches 
include 2.4mm nickel frets, three active 
Fishman Fluence Greg Koch Gristle-Tone 

Signature P90 pickups, 
five-way blade selector, three-position 
voicing switch, and a lithium-ion battery. 
Plugging into a 40-watt/EL34 combo set 
clean produced loads of fierce definition, 
clarity, and punch in every pickup posi-
tion. It’s a lively, open-sounding axe, and 
when pushed through a good OD pedal, 
it produced neck-position girth and Joe 
Perry-style swagger. And while the five-way 
selector and voicing switches don’t produce 
dramatic tonal shifts in a live setting, their 
combinations shine during recording.

The Tenoroc is a vessel for a guitarist’s 
rockin’ artistry. It adds flavor to time-worn 
licks. Though this effects-loving axe could 
easily handle a country gig, it’s really a 
rock-and-roll machine with attitude and 
a neck shape that offers comfort and licks 
galore. The Tenoroc cuts, but warms up 
nicely as an expressive blues tool. 

Offering craftsmanship, playability, hip 
sounds, and striking looks, the Tenoroc is 
a tonal beast. – Oscar Jordan

KILLER COMBO
Tech 21’s English Muffy

The Tech 21 Character Plus Series aims to 
combine a vintage amp with one classic 

overdrive/fuzz/booster circuit, essentially 
giving two pedals in one chassis. The Eng-
lish Muffy pairs Hiwatt sounds with a Big 
Muff-type circuit, offering the brashness of a 
venerable British amp with a definitive New 

York City fuzzbox. You also get SansAmp 
speaker emulation to plug directly into an 
amp, a mixer, or recording interface – and 
monster cabinet sounds with no fussing.

The layout on the pocket-sized English 
Muffy is straightforward: two channels with 
individual Volume, Character, and Drive 

controls, and three-band 
EQ. Along the bottom 
are three knobs for the 
Muff – Level, Tone, and 
Sustain.

The English Muffy 
works great on gui-
tar (think aggressive 
Townshend and Gilm-
our tones) and bass 

(think fierce Entwistle 
and Rutherford tones). On its own, the 
Hiwatt emulations provide lots of punch 
and stellar fidelity for recording, while the 
Muff section is a secret weapon, deliver-
ing an accurate effect that captures the 
maelstrom of fuzzy chaos that changed 
the world. 

As usual, Tech 21 excels at putting the 
ingredients together in a small, affordable 
box, making the English Muffy somewhat 
irresistible for tone-craving guitarists and 
bassists. Stomp one. – Pete Prown 


